
Congressman Sestak: “Passage of National Defense Authorization Act Will Protect our Troops and Provide Greater Support for our Veterans”

  

WASHINGTON--Yesterday, Congressman Sestak voted for and Congress passed the
Conference Report for National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2008 (FY08). This
legislation, H.R. 1585, represents a compilation of numerous vital provisions to protect our
troops, support our returning veterans, develop military readiness domestically, and strengthen
our security abroad.  — “I wore the cloth of the nation for 31 years in the United States Navy,
and served alongside and in command of numerous men and women who have fought valiantly
and selflessly in defense of their country. I am very pleased with the National Defense
Authorization Act for FY08 and believe this legislation bolsters military readiness, protects our
troops, and supports our veterans while ensuring accountability to the American people,” said
Congressman Sestak. 

         

The Defense Authorization Act authorizes $189.3 billion in supplemental funds for FY08. 23% of
such funds directly support military operations in Iraq, while the other 77% supports the effort in
Afghanistan, repair damages caused by Iraq, and reduce the strategic risk caused by having a
military tied down in Iraq. 

         

“Providing this funding will help support our troops by providing them with the equipment,
infrastructure, and support our military needs both in combat and training until we redeploy from
Iraq. The military is a dangerous business, but it does not have to be an unsafe business. And I
believe that whenever our troops are in combat, they need to be fully funded until they
redeploy,” said Congressman Sestak.  

         

In addition, the legislation included two priorities introduced by Congressman Sestak to: 1) Give
greater contracting opportunities to small businesses by requiring market research for
Department of Defense contracts greater than $1 million, and 2) have the Secretary of Defense
develop a comprehensive policy to address traumatic brain injury (TBI), post-traumatic stress
disorder (PTSD), or other mental health conditions similar psychopathologies.

         

More specifically, the National Defense Authorization Act will:

         

Support Our Troops
The FY 08 National Defense Authorization Act will provide funds to aide our troops both at
home and abroad. It authorizes $18.4 billion to fully address equipment reset for the Army, $1.2
billion for body armor, $3.3 billion for humvees, $1.2 billion for vehicle add-on armor, $600
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million for Armored Security Vehicle, and protection systems to ensure that our troops abroad
are provided with the equipment necessary for their missions. Furthermore, it authorizes funds
for shipbuilding and aircraft development, combat systems, and information technologies. 

         

Domestically, this Act increases the pay of the troops by 3.5%, improves healthcare services,
and establishes multiple provisions to ease the burden on our military families, military retirees,
and surviving spouses. 

         

Iraq and Afghanistan 
The FY08 National Defense Authorization Act mandates regular reports highlighting progress,
projected force levels, and planning in Iraq and Afghanistan. In Iraq, the Act requires
implementation of a registration and monitoring system for all defense items, including
weapons, provided to the Iraqis. In Afghanistan, it establishes a Special Inspector General for
Afghanistan Reconstruction, and requires a detailed plan for sustaining the Afghan National
Security Forces. 

         

Restore Accountability and Readiness
The National Defense Authorization Act for FY2008 restores readiness in a time when it is most
needed for our nation by authorizing $1 billion for the Strategic Readiness Fund and $980
million for National Guard equipment, while requiring reports on the current state of the
readiness of the force, a plan on reconstitution of propositioned equipment stocks, and requiring
rating and reporting of National Guard readiness for homeland defense missions. This will
provide our nation the resources it needs to be protected at home while our military is stretched
overseas. 

         

This Act will also extend these accountability standards to private security contacts by requiring
greater clarification of contracts, regulation, and management by relevant US agencies. 

         

Help Our Veterans
The legislation creates provisions to aid the troops coming home from Iraq. This Act would
create the Wounded Warrior Resource Center to serve as a single point of contact for service
members, their families, and primary caregivers. Furthermore, this Act would require
inspections of housing facilities for recovering service members, a comprehensive policy on the
care and management of members of the armed forces, and develop an electronic system to
maintain health records. 
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Finally, this legislation authorizes $2 billion, an increase of $235 million from the previous year,
to strengthen and expand nonproliferation programs, particularly for programs focused on global
WMD and nuclear threat detection and reduction. It establishes a bipartisan commission to
analyze the appropriate role of nuclear weapons in the future, and includes several provisions
aimed at strengthening energy efficiency and security. 
 
“This funding will ensure that our military is well equipped to pursue missions abroad, and
assure that returning troops and their families have the care they deserve at home. I believe the
provisions of the FY 08 Defense Authorization Act are vital to our national interests and
security,” said Congressman Sestak. 
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